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If you follow national politics or Instagram activist
accounts, there is a good chance you may have
come across calls to “Stop Line 3.” (Alternatively, if
you’ve recently been to Minnesota, you’ve
probably seen an abundance of signs with the
same message.) What is Line 3, and why are so
many people opposed to it?
     Line 3 is an existing pipeline that carries crude
oil from the Canadian Tar Sands fields in Alberta
to Superior, Wisconsin. This pipeline is old and
decaying; it currently runs on half pressure due to
severe corrosion. Instead of dismantling this
possible health and environmental hazard, owner
and operator Enbridge has proposed leaving it in
the ground and building a new pipeline with
expanded capacity that runs through a different
corridor. This “replacement” pipeline is generally
what people refer to when they say “Line 3.” The
majority of the opposition is (continued on page X)
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As Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin
pressed his knee against George Floyd’s neck,
Floyd told officers, “I can't breathe” more than
20 times. Chauvin dismissed Floyd’s plea by
saying, “It takes a heck of a lot of oxygen to
talk.” The murder of George Floyd sparked
immense outrage throughout America, and his
dying words “I can't breathe” became a rallying
cry at demonstrations as people protested
against systemic racism and police brutality. 
     Derek Chauvin’s trial included a diverse 14
person jury who recognized the racial issues at
the heart of this infamous case of police
brutality. After deliberating for about 10 hours
over two days following an emotional trial that
lasted three weeks, the jury found Mr. Chauvin
guilty of second-degree murder, third-degree
murder, and second-degree manslaughter for
the killing of George Floyd. The maximum
sentence Chauvin currently faces is 40 years.
However, he has no prior criminal record, so
the presumptive sentence for both second-
degree and third-degree murder would be 12
1/2 years. The final verdict was announced live
on national television, and the streets around
the heavily fortified courthouse in downtown
Minneapolis were filled with people awaiting
the news. The courthouse was surrounded by
Black Lives Matter activists, reporters, and
others who had rushed to the area after getting
alerts on their phones that the judge would
soon read out the will of the jury. The city of
Minneapolis and many others across the nation
sat on the edge of their seats 

by Virginia Bencosme

awaiting the verdict. Many feared that a not
guilty ruling would bring social unrest and
chaos to a city that had previously experienced
great turmoil last year following Floyd's death.
After the jury announced Chauvin guilty, the
crowd outside the courthouse erupted with joy
as Chauvin was taken out of the courtroom in
handcuffs. 
     Many hope that the Chauvin case will help
America take one step towards social justice
and racial equality. New York Times reporters
Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs and Tim Arango
stated, “For a country whose legal system rarely
holds police officers to account for killing on
the job, especially when the victims are Black
people, the case was a milestone and its
outcome a sign, perhaps, that the death of Mr.
Floyd has moved the country toward more
accountability for police abuses and more
equality under the law.” 
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J U I C I O  D E  D E R E K  C H A U V I N

Cuando el oficial de policía de Minneapolis
Derek Chauvin presionó su rodilla contra el
cuello de George Floyd, Floyd les dijo a los
oficiales, “No puedo respirar” más de 20 veces.
La declaración de Floyd fue ignorada por
Chauvin, quien respondió diciendo: "Se necesita
una gran cantidad de oxígeno para hablar". El
asesinato de Floyd provocó una inmensa
indignación en todo Estados Unidos, y sus
últimas palabras "No puedo respirar" se
convirtieron en un grito de guerra en las
manifestaciones dónde la gente protestaba
contra el racismo sistémico y la brutalidad
policial.
     El juicio de Derek Chauvin, incluyó un jurado
diverso de 14 personas que reconoció los
problemas raciales al centro de este infame
caso de brutalidad policial. Después de
deliberar por aproximadamente 10 horas
durante dos días luego de un juicio emocional
que duró tres semanas, el jurado encontró al Sr.
Chauvin culpable de asesinato en segundo
grado, asesinato en tercer grado y homicidio en
segundo grado por el asesinato de George
Floyd. La sentencia máxima que enfrenta
Chauvin actualmente es de 40 años. Sin
embargo, no tiene antecedentes penales, por lo
que la presunta sentencia por homicidio en
segundo y tercer grado sería de 12 años y
medio. El veredicto final se anunció en vivo en
la televisión nacional, mientras las calles
alrededor del edificio de la corte fuertemente
fortificado en el centro de la ciudad
Minneapolis se llenaron de gente esperando la
noticia. El palacio de justicia estaba rodeado por
activistas de Black Lives 

por Virginia Bencosme

Matter, periodistas y otras personas que se
habían apresurado al área después de recibir
alertas en sus teléfonos de que el juez leería
pronto el testamento del jurado. La ciudad de
Minneapolis y muchas otras en todo el país se
sentaron al borde de sus asientos esperando el
veredicto. Muchos temían que un fallo de no
culpabilidad traería malestar social y caos a una
ciudad que previamente había experimentado
una gran agitación el año pasado tras la muerte
de Floyd. Después de que el jurado declarara
culpable a Chauvin, la multitud afuera del
tribunal estalló de alegría cuando sacaron a
Chauvin de la sala esposado.
     Muchos esperan que el caso Chauvin ayude a
Estados Unidos a dar un paso hacia la justicia
social y la igualdad racial. Los reporteros del
New York Times Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs y
Tim Arango declararon: “Para un país cuyo
sistema legal rara vez responsabiliza a los
oficiales de policía por asesinatos en el trabajo,
especialmente cuando las víctimas son
personas negras, el caso fue un hito y su
resultado quizás sea un signo de que la muerte
del Sr. Floyd ha movido al país hacia una mayor
rendición de cuentas por los abusos policiales y
una mayor igualdad ante la ley." 
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campaign, Jones spoke of his mother and
grandparents, arguing that he truly
understands the struggles of the working and
middle classes in this county, having lived
through it himself.
     Jones is a part of an increasingly progressive
wing of the Democratic Party, led in part by the
astounding Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. In 2018,
AOC was the youngest woman elected to
Congress, becoming a leader of an increasing
number of congresspeople shattering
preconceived notions. She paved the way for
Jones to run on his progressive platform and
loudly fight against the institutions that run our
country. 
     Jones began campaigning for the seat held
by Nita Lowey for 31 years before she
announced her retirement, showing his
commitment to our district and his desire to
make real change in Congress. He won the
Democratic nomination against a multitude of
candidates, ultimately winning against the
Republican nominee Maureen McArdle
Schulman.
     He ran on a platform of reform, advocating
for the Green New Deal, Medicare for All,
Universal Childcare, among others. He is also
pro-choice, pro-LGBTQ+ rights, and pro-
immigration reform (including DACA and
creating an easy path to citizenship). In
addition, he would like to implement Automatic
Voter Registration, make Election Day a
national holiday, end voter ID discriminatory
laws, stop gerrymandering, increase the
national minimum wage, and aid public schools.
     For all of his discussions about reforming
politics and aiding this country, one might ask,
what has Mondaire Jones done so far? Typically
first-term congresspeople have very little
power to implement change and spend most of
their time attempting to (continued on page X)
 

In November 2020, the country faced the
uncertainty of a global pandemic, the struggle
of a divided government, and the challenge to
find a way to move forward. To the relief of
many, Joe Biden was elected the 46th president
of the United States with Kamala Harris who
made history as the first Vice President woman
of color. Overshadowed by the fears over the
presidency and increasing animosity between
party lines, incredible wins across the country
went virtually unnoticed. In our home county,
the 17th district of New York, Mondiare Jones
became the first openly gay Black man to be
elected to serve in the 117th United States
Congress. 
     Mondaire Jones grew up in Rockland County
and has made many connections to the issues
of today's world to his own life. During his

by Charis Polycarpou
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difficult for teams to bring in new players
during the transfer windows, forcing clubs to
work with only their current players. The
winter 2021 transfer window had the least 
 amount of money spent by Premier League
clubs in 9 years. The lack of new players to big
clubs narrowed the gap of play between the
top-flight clubs and the mid-tier sides, allowing
for a much more unpredictable league. Another
reason for this is that the 2019/2020 extended
season forced the preseason to be shorter
which caused teams to be less integrated and
out of sync. These factors have created much
closer games and unpredictable title races. At
this moment four of the five of Europe’s top five
leagues (Premier League, Serie A, La Liga,
Bundesliga, and Ligue One) are set to have a
new champion compared to last year. This
unpredictability has brought new excitement to
leagues such as Ligue One and Serie A, who
have had the same team win the title for the
last 3 years (PSG) and the last 9 years
(Juventus). Although the pandemic has
increased television viewership and created
more entertaining title races, it has introduced
several negatives as well. 
     Since leagues finished their seasons in
August, there was only a seven week offseason,
instead of the normal 12 weeks. The pandemic
forced teams to conduct a shorter pre-season
due to strict restrictions and the lack of time
between the two seasons. Players being rushed
into the next season, unfortunately, created
lots of injuries. In the first five weeks of the
season, there were 78 (continued on page X)
 

A year ago, in March of 2020, the world entered
a lockdown. All sports leagues halted and there
was not a single professional sports game for
months. On May 16th, the Bundesliga
(Germany’s top-flight soccer league) became
the first sports league to return to play. The
game between Borussia Dortmund and Schalke
had 1.4 million viewers across all platforms,
which was a five-fold increase from pre-
lockdown viewership. Soccer, being the first
sport to return, attracted new viewers, growing
the game significantly. When the Premier
League (England’s top league) launched Project
Restart, views skyrocketed as well; Manchester
City vs Arsenal saw a 94% viewership increase
with a 3.4 million peak audience. Even a low-
tier game between Sheffield United and Aston
Villa saw a 43% viewership increase. La Liga
(Spain’s top league) saw a 48% viewership spike
from foreign countries. The pandemic had
allowed for soccer to be spotlighted and grow
significantly. Looking back now, the pandemic
has improved the game of soccer, but the
coronavirus did have some negative effects as
well. 
     Beginning with the positives, the pandemic
expanded the normal soccer audience. For
example, the National Women Soccer League
(NWSL) saw a 300% increase in viewership, and
the sports channel NBCSN saw a 67% increase
for average total day viewership for the Premier
League. It is safe to say that the pandemic
attracted significantly more viewers to soccer.
Another positive is that the pandemic has also
created much more competitive and
unpredictable leagues. The pandemic made it 

by Aidan Baller
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T R O U B L E D  W A T E R S :
F U K U S H I M A ' S  P O S T -

M E L T D O W N
D I S P O S A L
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On March 11, 2011, the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant in Ōkuma, Japan went into
a crisis. Three of the reactors were unable to
properly cool down due to disruption from an
earthquake-provoked tsunami. A series of
explosions, resulting from the hydrogen gas
accumulation, contributed to a large-scale
radiation leak. Over 40,000 nearby civilians
were evacuated from their homes. Part of the
Pacific Ocean was positively identified for high
concentrations of iodine-131. Since then, The
Pacific Ocean, however, is in the line of fire
once again.
     BBC News reports that about 1.3 million tons
of water were utilized in cooling down the
Fukushima reactors - which resulted in about
1.3 million tons of radioactive water. Currently,
full tanks are sitting amongst the rubble of what
once was the Fukushima plant. The Tokyo
Electric Power Company (TEPCO), currently
Fukushima Daiichi’s overseer, has been
orchestrating treatment of the water. However,
Japan recently announced that it plans to drain
the tanks into the Pacific, a course that has
many worried.
     So how unsafe is this “treated water,” if at
all? Forbes Magazine’s James Conca argues that
concerns over Japan’s decision are ridiculous.
Treated, however, does not mean absolved of all
toxins. The water from

by Grace Frankstone

Fukushima still contains tritium, a radioactive
hydrogen isotope that can be lethal to humans
- but only in very large concentrations. While
many, like Conca, assert that there is no way
this fact would have any real impact on
humans, Japanese fishery employees are
concerned. Essentially, the risk of radiation
persisting in the Pacific Ocean via the dump is
incredibly low but extant. Groups such as
Greenpeace and Friends of Earth Japan have
also pointed out that the Japanese government
has acted without the approval of the
communities it would most affect. Japan’s plan
has gained global attention, with protests
breaking out in South Korea just one example.
     By no means will the water dumpage begin
in 2021 - current estimates describe a multi-
decade process starting in a few years. With
nuclear disasters having, understandably,
instilled such fear of radioactivity, the very
mention of Fukushima and a release of some
kind are enough to stir controversy. There is
still time yet to see how exactly Japan’s plan will
proceed, but it is certain that the world will be
watching as it does.
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T E E N A G E  M E N T A L  H E A L T H

Note: This passage contains mentions of self-
harm, mental health disorders, and suicide. If you
are not comfortable reading about this kind of
material, please enjoy some of Hoofprints’ other
amazing articles.

Being a teenager is hard. We are under so much
stress, whether it be over how much we are
liked by our peers, how well we are doing in
school, or how we are getting along with family
and friends. Our raging hormones are worth
mentioning as well. Plus, many of the most
important life decisions are made as a teenager,
such as which college to apply to and which
college to attend. There are so many aspects of
a young teen’s life that can severely affect their
mental health.
     Typically, most teens have stress levels
similar to or exceeding those of adults.
According to a study on mental health done by
the American Psychological Association, teens
reported that their stress levels far exceeded
what they deemed to be healthy, rating their
stress an average of 5.8 on a 10-point scale. A
healthy level is considered a 3.9. Teens in that
study also reported feeling overwhelmed,
depressed, or sad due to constant stress. Just 

by Grady Holmes
self-harm. 8.9% of teens reported that they had
made at least one suicide attempt in the last 12
months in the most recent Youth Risk
Behaviors survey. 
     So, what can we do to help? There are many
ways  to manage stress, such as exercising,
spending time with friends and family,
practicing mindfulness, and more. Doctors
typically recommend these practices, relaxation
techniques, and in some cases prescribed
medication to help cope with stress. However,
sometimes the best medicine is just a good
night's sleep. 
     As we near the end (hopefully) of the stay-at-
home era of the global pandemic, stress levels
may become much more manageable. Covid-19
has only made it more difficult for teens to
grow and develop and has added much more
stress to many adolescents. Optimistically,
stress levels should decrease due to teens being
allowed more freedom to travel, hang out with
friends, and have a fully in-person education.
     All in all, while stress can be a good thing and
a motivator, chronic stress and anxiety can
have a lasting toll on teens during very
important years of their life. We as a society
must be able to help lessen unhealthy stress
and ideally lower statistics such as the teen
suicide rate.

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 1 I S S U E  4

7

under a quarter reported skipping
meals due to stress.      
     Having this much stress at a young
age could have many lasting
repercussions. While these stress levels
may be unprecedented, a method to
mitigate the effects of stress on teens
and adolescents must be developed
before it’s too late. The third leading
cause of death in teens is suicide.
Suicide takes about 14 out of every
100,000 lives, and an estimated 62,000
adolescents died in 2016 as a result of



States across America and countries all over the
world are quickly heading towards massive
reopenings. On May 3rd, Governor Cuomo
announced that most Covid-19 restrictions in
New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut will be
lifted starting May 19th. Capacity limits will be
increased for large-scale indoor and outdoor
gatherings and venues (though negative tests or
proof of vaccination will still be required).
Capacity limits will be completely lifted for
most businesses, including gyms, salons, and
stores. Restaurants can also return to full
capacity. All businesses must comply with the
CDC’s guidelines, which still require six feet of
social distance, but this requirement can be
skirted if restaurants erect barriers or all
occupants of the business have proof of
vaccination or a negative test. Capacity limits
on small-scale outdoor residential gatherings
will be removed starting on May 10th. 
     Cuomo’s announcement comes shortly after
the CDC released new guidelines for fully
vaccinated people. Once people are considered
fully vaccinated, two weeks after their second
dose, they can visit with other fully vaccinated
people without social distancing or masks, and
do not have to quarantine or get tested after
coming into contact with someone with
COVID-19 if the vaccinated person does not
have symptoms. They can visit with
unvaccinated people from one other household
without social distancing or masks if all are low
risk. These new guidelines are thought to be an
incentive for more people to get vaccinated
because though about a third of the US
population is fully vaccinated, there is still
resistance among Americans. 
     The number of new Covid-19 cases in the US
has been leveling out after a sharp decrease in
February. However, this is not the case

by Lucia Balestrieri

L I F T I N G  C O V I D - 1 9  R E S T R I C T I O N S

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 1 I S S U E  4

8

internationally. Brazil is projected to hit
500,000 deaths in June as a variant is spreading
quickly with little to no intervention from
President Jair Bolsonaro and the generally anti-
science stance of the current government. India
is experiencing a second wave of Covid-19,
bringing the total number of confirmed cases to
18 million, the second-highest in the world,
behind the United States’ 32 million.These
numbers are being released as information
about international vaccine availability becomes
known. With about 16% of the global
population, wealthiest countries have secured
more than 50% of purchased vaccine doses.
The WHO and UNICEF are leading COVAX, a
program meant to provide low-income,
developing countries with Covid-19 vaccines. It
is not fully funded, and even if it were, it “would
still vaccinate only 20-25% of the population of
the world’s 92 poorest countries. At the current
rate, these countries may not reach 60%
coverage until 2023 or later,” according to a
Duke Global Health Institute resource. 
     New York, and the tri-state area, may see the
beginnings of a return to normalcy, but Covid-
19 is far from gone. Vaccine rollouts in the
United States and other wealthy countries are
slowing, many areas are reaching new Covid
rate highs, and lower-income countries are
suffering – with no end in sight.

*All statistics are most recent available, as of May 3, 2021, unless
otherwise stated



By the end of the third quarter, I came face to
face with a question I have been avoiding. I
never gave serious thought to whether or not I
should return to in-person school. Like many
others, I was scared I might get COVID-19. 
     I made my choice by the beginning of the
week of April 19. What makes in-person
learning so different from remote learning ?
You’re meeting the same people virtually and
learning the same things.
     As a student who attends class in person, it’s
easier to talk to teachers and stay focused in
class. However, it might increase your chance
of contracting COVID-19. The debate is valid
both ways. 
     Some of my peers who have been remote for
most of the year returned to five-day in-person
learning. As anyone would be, they were
nervous at first because they did not know what
to expect, but after a few days, they adjusted to
in-person learning.  
     When I went to school in person, I was
nervous, just like other students. I have been
remote for most of the school year, so
switching back to in-person learning was
exciting. I could finally see some friends I have
not physically seen since the beginning of the
school year. 
     Everyone was much more lively, and it
seemed like the days before the pandemic
never happened. The only difference is that we
have to wear masks and social distance, which I
am a fan of.
     By the end of the five days in person, I
decided that I would like to switch back to
remote learning for personal health reasons. At
the end of the day, I did what I thought was
best for myself. 

by Aliyah Tang

S H O U L D  I  G O  B A C K  T O
I N - P E R S O N ?
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     I applaud the teachers and other staff
members who have to teach through this
stressful period. Learning online is not easy, but
teaching both online students and in-person
students is harder.

C O L L E G E  A N D  T H E  S A T

The SAT, or the Scholastic Aptitude Test, is
taken by millions of high school juniors and
seniors each year. This examination is hosted
by the College Board and it is scored out of
1600 points. Whatever score you get, you might
have to submit it to a college or university if
they require it. However, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, there have been changes to this
practice. The College Board removed the SAT
essay section and ceased all SAT subject tests.
Due to the pandemic-related closing of SAT
testing centers, many colleges and universities
will remain test-optional for the class of 2022.
This includes universities in the Ivy League,
UCLA, and SUNY school systems. However,
college admissions have become more
competitive than ever since the test-optional
policy was put into place. Many students chose
to apply to more competitive schools than they
otherwise would have, leading to a drop in
acceptance rates.  
     It is each student’s choice whether they want
to take the test or not. If you do, it can’t harm
you. If score well, you can use it to your
advantage, but if you (continued on page 11)

by Ashlee Molina



(continued from page 12) poorly, you have the
option of not sending it in. There are also online
resources such as Naviance and Khan Academy,
which can help you prepare, as well as the SAT

C O L L E G E  A N D  T H E  S A T
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L I N E  3

Prep Program hosted by Mr. Choi and Ms.
McGough-Choi each fall and spring. Sleepy
Hollow is an SAT Test Center and more fall test
dates will be available in the summer.

(continued from page 1) taking place in
Minnesota, where the pipeline hasn’t been fully
completed and is in the midst of a large legal
battle.
 The proposed corridor runs through tribal
lands promised to the Anishinaabeg people
(specifically the Ojibwe) by the US government
in treaties from 1854, 1855, and 1867. Despite
opposition from tribal governments, state and
federal officials have approved construction
permits. The pipeline would endanger primary
areas of hunting, fishing, wild rice cultivation,
and cultural resources for the Ojibwe.
     Pipeline construction brings additional risks
for Indigenous communities because it is
accompanied by the creation of “man camps.”
These are large living and working sites for
seasonal pipeline workers, often located near
reservations and populated by non-Native men.
They have been linked to increased violence
against Indigenous peoples, especially women.
In 2019, the US Bureau of Justice Statistics
found that the rate of violent victimization
increased 70% in oil-producing regions of
North Dakota and Montana where man camps
were created. A 2016 report from the National
Institute of Justice showed that more than 4 in
5 Indigenous women have experienced violence
in their lifetime, and over half have experienced
sexual violence. 96% of these victims
experienced violence from a non-Native
perpetrator. Lisa Brunner, a member of the
White Earth Ojibwe Nation who has worked
against domestic violence and sexual assault for
over 17 years, said “[the oil, tar sands and coal
industries] treat Mother Earth like they treat

women...They think they can own us, buy us,
sell us, trade us, rent us, poison us, rape us,
destroy us, use us as entertainment, and kill us.”
Man camps bring violence to places it otherwise
would not be, and thanks to the 1978 Supreme
Court decision in Oliphant v Suquamish Indian
Tribe, tribal governments are often powerless
to prosecute non-Native perpetrators. 
     Many environmental groups also oppose the
construction of the pipeline. Minnesota’s
Environmental Impact Statement calculated
that the “social cost of carbon” for the new
proposed corridor would be $287 billion over
the first 30 years of its life. This is the dollar
amount that the project would cost in terms of
the economic, health, and environmental
impacts of the carbon released. Among
widespread calls to transition towards "green
energy" and decrease greenhouse gas
emissions, Line 3 would further the country’s
reliance on fossil fuels. It would also open up
the possibility of a catastrophic oil spill.
 Several groups have challenged Enbridge’s
permits in the Minnesota Court of Appeals, and
a decision is expected this June. In the
meantime, Indigenous-led groups have been
delaying construction through nonviolent
direct action. Want to learn more? Check out
https://www.stopline3.org/ or
https://maptheblacksnake.com/. 

https://www.stopline3.org/
https://maptheblacksnake.com/


(continued from page 4) gain a mediocre amount
of recognition. As we have seen with AOC, this
is not always the case. After only 4 months in
office, Jones has served on the House
Committee on Education and Labor, the House
Committee on Ethics, the House Committee on
Judiciary and cosponsored the Full-Service
Community School Expansion Act of 2021 and
the Juror Non-Discrimination Act of 2021. For
perspective, most Congresspeople serve on a
couple of committees, and cosponsor several
acts. It remains to be seen how much more
Jones will get done with his time in office. 
     Recently, Jones has been in the news for his
comments about racism within this country. He
is a strong supporter of DC statehood and
argues that those opposed are participating in
the disenfranchisement of almost 700,00
Americans, many of whom are people of color.

M O N D A I R E  J O N E S
While some of his comments have since been
stricken from the record, Jones continues to
argue that DC statehood is a necessity, and to
bar it is to aid in this country's systemic racism. 
     It is incredibly important that we hold our
representatives accountable. That includes:
paying attention to the way they vote, the bills
they support, and the actions they take in
office. Our voices and votes can make a
difference. Learning about what our
representatives are doing with the power we
have given them is how we participate in our
democracy. 
     I am hopeful to see what more Jones will do
to represent our district and move the country
forward. These are difficult times we are living
through and having understanding leaders is of
the utmost importance.

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 1 I S S U E  4
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P A N D E M I C  S O C C E R
(continued from page 5) muscle injuries, a 42%
increase compared to last year. Additionally, the
pandemic created massive debt for leagues and
clubs. The big six leagues are expected to see
profits decline by $7.3 billion by the end of the
2020/2021 season. PSG suffered a $116 million
loss compared to last year, Real Madrid is $72
million down from the 2018/2019 season, and
Juventus dropped $76 million since 2019.
Despite the large revenue losses, not a single
soccer league has been forced to declare
bankruptcy and terminate their league. 
 Although the pandemic had a harsh effect,
soccer survived and looks to be on the up as the
pandemic nears a close. Viewership has
increased, and once leagues can return to
normalcy, it is expected that soccer will be even
bigger than it was before the pandemic. The
pandemic also highlighted how poorly clubs
have managed their money by relying on

expected revenue and carelessly choosing to
immediately invest money on high player wages
and transfer clauses, and worrying about the
funds later on. The pandemic taught the
business of soccer a lesson and grew the sport.
It is safe to say that soccer will emerge from
this pandemic as a much more intelligent and
larger industry.



    
Mikhalia Bird
Mikhalia is an active member of the Peer
Mentor Club, National Honor Society, and Rho
Kappa Social Studies Honor Society. She is an
avid music lover and listener. One of her biggest
achievements is getting into her dream school,
San Diego State, which she will attend next
year. Mikhalia is passionate about spreading
self-love and positivity. Two fun facts about
Mikhalia are that she was born in Georgia and
she likes Raisinets. 

Zach Rudder
Zach is the treasurer of the Student
Government Executive Board and a three-sport
varsity athlete. In addition to being the team
captain for both the basketball and football
teams, Zach is the salutatorian for the class of
2021. He is passionate about the environment
and loves to play most sports. Zach loves the
memories and fun that come with being a part
of a team. A fun fact about Zach is that he has a
nut allergy. 
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